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Sims. — Can some one give information of the various Sims 
families of South Carolina ? Sims is old Saxon, and means 
"she^ or cornice." The Simses are descendants of Simeon, 
and were originally Welsh. Early in iTOOMathew Sims 
came to Hanover County, Virginia, from Somerset, England. 
He was called "James River Matt," to distinguish him from 
his nephew, who was called " Roanoke Matt." He came to 
Union County, South Carolina, after the Revolution, and 
has many descendants living there now. There was a Drom- 
goole Sims 1 in Darlington County, a Congressman, and man 
of some prominence in his day. Dr. J. Marion Sims was 
from Lancaster County, but if related to each other, they do 
not seem to have been of the Mathew Sims family. William 
Gilmore Simms spelled his name differently, and may have 
been of another family still. 2 Will any one give ns some 
Sims genalogy ? Some of the name moved to Alabama and 
Mississippi. Were there ever any Simses in Edgefield Dis- 
trict, South Carolina ? — Sims. 
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The New-England Historical and Genealogical Register for 
October, 1900. 

Among the contributions is an original letter from Rev. Alexander 
Garden, dated -'So Carina, Charlestown, Mar. 20th, 1742-3." The con- 
tributor, Geo. A. Gordon, A.M., supplements the letter with some 
account of the Rev. Alexander Garden, rector of St. Philip's Parish, 
1719-1754, and Commissary of the Bishop of London for North and 
South Carolina and the Bahama Islands, 1726-1756. Mr. Gordon falls 
into error in saying that Alexander Garden, the distinguished "physi- 
cian, naturalist and,botanist, the author of Flora Carolinian*?, was a 
son. of Commissary Garden. Dr. Garden was the son of Rev. Alexan- 
der Garden, pastor of the, Scotch Presbyterian Church in Charles 
Town, and so far as is known was no relation to the Commissary. Mr. 

1 Alexander D. Sims. See Year Book, City of Charleston, 1884, p. 
346. 

2 Yes, William Gilmore Simms' ancestry was entirely different., It 
was Scotch-Irish, and was always Simms. 
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Gordon probably got his information from Appleton's Encyclopaedia 
of American Biography, which is usually wrong in its sketches of 
South Carolinians. Major Alexander Garden, the author of the Anec- 
dotes of Revolution, was the son of Dr. Garden, the naturalist. 

The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography for October, 
1900. 
Contains a pleasant notice of the July issue of this magazine. 

The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography ior 
October, 1900. 

Historical Collections of the Essex Institute for October, 
1900. 

Publications of the Rhode Island Historical Society for 
October, 1900. 

The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record for Octo- 
ber, 1900. 

Records of the American Catholic Historical Society for 
September, 1900. 

The American Catholic Historical Researches for October, 
1900. 

Quarterly of the Texas State Historical Association for 
October, 1900. 

The "Old Northwest" Genealogical Quarterly for October, 1900. 

Contains an appreciative notice of the first two issues of this maga 
zine. 

Annals of Iowa for October, 1900. 

The Iowa Historical Reeord for October, 1900. 

The Washington Historian for October, 1900. 

The Lost Cause, October, November and December, 1900. 

The Sewanee Review (Quarterly) for October, 1900. 

Publications of the Southern History Association (Bi- 
monthly) for September and November, 1900. 

The September number contains an account of the battle of King's 
Mountain that was prepared by William Martin, son of Gen Joseph 
Martin, in 1843. He gathered his information from Col. Cleveland, 
Joseph Sevier and others who participated in the battle, but, neverthe- 
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less, the account differs in several particulars from that given by 
Cleveland, Campbell and Shelby in their official report of the battle, 
which is to be found as an appendix to Simms' History of South Caro- 
lina, editions of 1840 and 1842, and from Draper's account in King's 
Mountain and Its Heroes. Col. Charles McDowell is erroneously 
called "Gen. McDaniel." No mention is made of Col. Edward Lacey's 
command from South Carolina, but Col. James Williams is credited 
with the command of the South Carolina forces, which is not true. 
Williams commanded only a small body of the South Carolinians, for 
Lacey, Hill and othei South Carolinians refused to have anything to 
do with him on account of his conduct toward Sumter. (See McCrady's 
History of South Carolina in the Revolution, 1775-1780). There is also 
an error in the introduction to this paper, in ascribing Dr. Weeks' 
General Joseph Martin and the War of the Revolution in the West 
to the Report of the American Historical Association for 1894. It ap- 
peared in the Report for 1893. 

This number also contains a full page notice of the July, 1900, issue 
of this magazine, erroneously styled the "&'. C. Historical Magazine," 
in which it is stated that "if Nathaniel Greene is to be believed in his 
hundreds of emphatic references to the unreliability of Carolina 
militia" &c. Well, Nathanael Greene is not to be believed in that 
matter. The South Carolina militia were subject to the orders of Gen. 
Thomas Sumter, who believed in the Fabian policy which had kept 
Cornwallis in Carolina and upset the British grand plan of "carrying 
the war from South to North" long after Gates with his Continentals 
had been routed at Camden, and which had proved successful in South 
Carolina long before Greene with his patronizing and condescending 
airs had come into South Carolina to rob Thomas Sumter oi the fruits 
of the work which he and these very same militiamen, whom Greene 
so derided, had accomplished. Greene could not have his way against 
Sumter and resorted to criticisms of the militia to justify his own 
failures. 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, July 
to September, 1900. 

Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, at the 
semi-annual meeting held in Boston, April 25, 1900, forming 
Part 3 oi Vol. XIII. 

Volumes I and II of The Genealogical Advertiser, 1898 and 
1899. Cambridge, Mass. 

Calendar of the Correspondence Relating to the American 
Revolution of Brigadier- General George Weedon, Hon. 
Richard Henry Lee, Hon. Arthur Lee, and Major-General 
Nathanael Greene, in the Library of the American Philo- 
sophical Society. 1900. 
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Historical Account of some of the more Important Ver- 
sions and Editions of the Bible, by Charles W. Darling, 
A. M. 1894. 

The Sifted Grain and the Grain Sifters. An address at the 
dedication of the building of the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, at Madison, October 19, 1900, by Charles Francis 
Adams, LL.D. 

Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
Edited and annotated by Reuben Gold Thwaites, Secretary 
and Superintendent of the Society. Yol. XV. 1900. 

Premium List of the Alabama State Fair, Birmingham, 
November 1st to 10th, 1900. 

List of Books, Pamphlets and Maps received at the Library 
of the Department of State from January 1st, 1900, to June 
30th, 1900. New Series— No. 21. 

New Jersey Archives First Series, Yol. XXI. Paterson, 
N. J., 1899. 



THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The Society is still advancing and its work continues to 
attract attention. Several valuable donations have been 
made to its collections since our last issue. Dr. W. H. 
Huger has presented the MS " Records of the St. Thomas' 
Hunting Club, 1785-1795." Rev. John Johnson, D. D., 
has presented a number of pamphlets and Gen. Edward 
McCrady has presented a full set of the Reeords of the Union 
and Confederate Armies. The following new members have 
been enrolled : W. PL. Cogswell, Charleston, S. C. ; Dr. 
J. J. Bossard, Sumter, S. C. ; C. K. Singleton, Acton, 
S. C. ; R. B. Scarborough, Conway, S. C, ; B. J. Ramage, 
Sewanee, Tenn. ; The Newberry Library, Chicago, 111. ; 
Rev. A. J. Stokes, Charleston, S. C. ; Detroit Public 
Library, Detroit, Mich. ; Yale University Library, New 
Haven, Conn. ; J. H. Hudson, Bennettsville, S. C. ; Samuel 
E. White, Fort Mill, S. C. 



